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PBL, a relatively new method of educating medical students, has become a substantively effective method of
preparing better health care professionals. In July 2007, Kaohsiung Medical University held the international
PBL workshop, which gathered distinguished medical educators and dynamic students from Taiwan and six
other countries.
This special issue, published especially for this conference, contains a wide range of topics on PBL, includ-
ing theoretical concepts and pragmatic methods. Socrates’ educational philosophy and Karl Popper’s truth
conception helps to clarify the gist of PBL, that is, from truth of openness to scientific accuracy and critical
thinking. In addition, the globalization of PBL has important cross-cultural implications. Several articles about
teaching and learning experiences in Japan, USA, Hong Kong, Korea, Hungary and Singapore have therefore
increased the diversity of PBL.
I wish to thank all of the authors for their excellent papers in this special issue, and for generously sharing
their expertise and experience with us. Special thanks also goes to Professor Lai Chung-Sheng, Dean of the
KMU Medical College, the organizing committee of the international PBL workshop, and all of the conference
participants. This special issue was made possible through their efforts.
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